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Dear friends, 
 
A very Happy Christmas and New Year to you all! Our prayer for you, as 
for ourselves is that we end 2010 closer to Jesus than we started it. So 
sorry that it has been so long since we have last written, but life has for the 
last six months been absolutely hectic. You’ll see what we mean if you 
make it to the bottom of this letter � . Colin’s major client also has a new 
website going out the door at the moment, and that is taking up all his time 
day and night including most of Christmas day and boxing day…Though 
Christmas lunch was a delightful picnic on Chapman’s Peak drive near 
Hout Bay. Very calming…! 
 
2010 is going to be quite a year for us in Cape Town. With major Origin events both in SA and in the UK, new 
challenges in ministry at St James Church as well as balancing paid work from Colin’s client in the UK it’s going to 
be hard work – but we’re up for it! It’s also the year the FIFA world cup comes to SA, and we already have quarter-
final tickets! 
 
Death of Colin’s dad 
It’s amazing how quickly things can change. One minute you’re sitting on a couch watching television in Cape 
Town looking forward to an evening of choir rehearsals, and 45 minutes later you are in a car on the way to the 
airport with BA tickets in one hand and a phone in the other, cancelling every meeting you had booked for the next 
two weeks. Colin’s dad went to be with the Lord unexpectedly but peacefully and suddenly on 9th November this 
year after a lifetime of missionary service. The family all met in Edinburgh the next day from around the world. The 
service of thanksgiving at Charlotte Chapel on 16th November was a triumphant occasion, with singing like we 
haven’t heard in some time. God is good, all the time. Prayer is especially appreciated for Mary, Colin’s mom as 
she adapts to a new life. 
 
Ministry 
Belleville Praise Night 

Our first major event since we responded to the call to South Africa went 
extremely well on Sat 12 September. There was a great sense of God’s 
presence, a very responsive audience, and a wonderful atmosphere in the 
hall. Bellville Civic Theatre 
had well over 700 people 
packed in (it holds about 
750) of all races and 
denominations – rich and 

poor alike (deliberately free admission). The minister from Protea 
Valley Family Church (Presbyterian) gave a very appropriate 
word to round off the evening. We have had many emails and 
calls about the event, which has been so encouraging. One of 
the best Origin events in ages. 

 
City Praise Edinburgh 
Our next event was in Edinburgh’s Usher Hall, the first time back there for some 
years due to the hall’s oft-prolonged and delayed refurbishment. The event went 
well, and we have had some very positive feedback, although we felt conscious of 
opposition and the event seemed a bit of a battle. The closing talk was given by Rev 
Colin MacLeod of Leith Free Church. 
 



Edinburgh’s Christmas  
The annual outdoor Christmas Carol Service organized by the city council in 
Edinburgh was this year moved to St Andrew’s Square due to the tram works. It was 
definitely the finest one of these we’ve ever done, helped by a decent stage and a 
good children’s choir (from St Peter’s Primary School). It’s always great to see 
shoppers stop and listen to the gospel through the songs and prayers, and we pray 
that some seeds are scattered in this annual event that we may find out about one 
day! The council were over the moon with us and have already booked us for next 
year. The Lord Provost’s wife also spoke highly of the choir and band at the event. 
 
Light of the World 
Our annual Christmas event in the Usher Hall went extremely well. Norma co-
ordinated the publicity and did some admin, and Colin headed up an exceptionally 
talented artistic team. A good attendance in these times of recession and what was 
probably the finest 
musical performance 

ever staged by Origin combined with good child 
narrators, two Origin choirs, the Exile Band and 
Chamber Orchestra, the choir from St Peter’s 
Primary School and a local minister (Paul Graham 
from Bellevue Chapel) led to an absolutely storming 
event. One of those events that makes you smile a 
lot for days afterwards. We trust God that those who 
heard the gospel will be prompted to seek His face 
this Christmas time. 
 
Cape Town Christmas Events 
We took the SA Choir down to the V&A Waterfront on Sat 12 December to do caroling around the area and finish 
off with a short concert at the Amphitheatre with the band and a few brass. It was good fun although we got a little 

too much sun! Again, it’s great to see shoppers hearing the good news 
through music – and while we had to put up with a large Centre-supplied 
Santa Claus following us around and waving randomly, it just added to the 
slightly weird feel of the 
day. On Sun 13th we 
took the evening service 
at St James church, 
leading the carols again 
and singing one 
performance song. 
 

St James 

Colin has recently started taking on the role of 
Director of Music at St James Church in Cape 
Town. He has begun to attend rehearsals and 
draw up plans for the future of the services 
there, so evenings will be even less free now 
than they were before! We are hoping to 
maintain some links with the church we attended 
in Durbanville, but obviously as we are now 
attending St James we are praying that we will 
integrate well with the congregation there and 
find good fellowship. We have already hosted 
over 70 members of the music team for a fellowship braai (bbq) at the house – definitely the largest group we’ve 
had there so far. 
 
Admin 
The admin burden this year has been heavy – from newsletter mailings to sorting mountains of music from years of 

events. For ages we dithered about what to do about Norma’s job. Because we 
really needed her back in Origin doing admin, the full-time post at the Western 
Cape Rehab Centre was a real mixed blessing. Eventually we felt that it was right 
for her to hand in her notice. And one week after she did that the hospital 
announced that the post was being terminated anyway – which just seemed like 
God’s approval on the decision. We are hoping that she will be able to do the odd 
physio shift here and there at WCRC, but as of January 1, she will work full time 

doing admin for Origin – split between Origin South Africa and Origin Scotland. Through the kindness of friends 
donating to the OSA (UK) Trust, she will receive a small income from that for the Origin SA side as well. 



 
Upcoming Events: 
 
SOUTH AFRICA: Our next event in Cape Town is on 7th August in the City Hall (at the time of writing). We are also 
founding a new group in the city: the Cape Town Gospel Choir is planned for launch this year – perhaps at this 
event. We’d appreciate prayer as we put together a team to handle all this. 
UK:  Colin’s not involved in the next two Origin events in Edinburgh (Student Praise Night on 28 Feb and an event 
in the Levenmouth area on 28 March) except for background support and admin, but he plans to be over for the 
May praise nights in Edinburgh and Glasgow. Norma’s work continues in admin and publicity for all events in the 
UK and South Africa. Our UK ministry really needs prayer for funding at the moment as the last events were very 
expensive and the income we’d hoped for didn’t happen. 
 
Deputation 
We continued our visits to churches in the last part of 2009 each Sunday visiting up to two churches. Obviously this 
will be reduced now that we have responsibilities at St James, but we’ll still have to work hard at getting the word 
out with the new choir starting in Cape Town this year. Colin also met with leaders involved in the music side of the 
Lausanne III evangelism conference which is coming to Cape Town in 2010. They want him involved in the music, 
but we’re waiting to see what form that will take before committing as our schedule is already pretty full and we 
don’t want to commit beyond our ability to deliver given our existing responsibilities. 
 
Down-time 
We took a couple of weeks to drive up to Zambia 
to pick up Colin’s friend Colin and bring him back 
to Cape Town. It was a great little trip and from 
elephants in Botswana to the Victoria Falls we had 
many experiences! Zimbabwe continues to shock 
as the formerly bustling town of Victoria Falls 
turned out to now be little more than a ghost town. 
Please continue to pray for that desperate land. 
We’re also looking forward with great anticipation 
to the visit of Al, Jenni & baby Daniel (friends from 
Northern Ireland) as they come out to visit in 
February. Visits of friends from home are rare 
indeed and this is only the third visit by mates from 
home since we moved here in 2007. So it’s hard to contain the excitement! 
 
A little while ago we told a church missions committee about our ministry calling and asked to be put on the 
missions prayer list. Their response was “you don’t do any more work than the average elder – so what makes you 
so special?” We’re very impressed with the workload of their elders I must say! But in one respect they are right – 
we’re not special, just doing what we believe God has put in front of us to do, with all the effort we can muster. 
Often it’s hard work. Too often we fail. But the fact is that we work for Jesus because He loved us enough to die for 
us. And we know that one day we will be with Him in Glory, and we work for this: to hear “well done my good and 
faithful servant.” That will be reward enough. 
 
Wishing you God’s rich blessings this festive season, 

 
Colin & Norma 
 

UK friends can call us on an Edinburgh 
number: 0131 208 2853, no matter what 
country we are in. 
 
SA friends can call us on a Cape Town 
number: 021 813 5853, no matter what 
country we are in. 


