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Dear friends, 
 
Quick Update 
It feels like a long time since we last wrote to you, although the interval is just the same. We have been furiously 
busy though so there’s lots of news! There’s a summary prayer list at the bottom for you ! In May we travelled to 
the UK for the new Origin album launch, as well as two events and the leadership retreat, and since then we have 
launched two new ministry websites (and two mini-mobile ones), and visited an ever-growing list of churches to tell 
them about what we’re doing. 

 
Edinburgh, Belfast and lots of Events 
We were very excited to be back in Edinburgh together for the first 
time in nearly two years. But we’d barely landed than we were off 
to Belfast to visit some friends and the good ship Logos Hope, 
where Norma’s bridesmaid Pauline serves as PA to the ship’s 
director. Then back to Edinburgh where we were straight from the 
airport to rehearsals with the choir and band for the Edinburgh and 
Glasgow launches of our new album “un|broken” (got yours yet? 
� ). This was also our first ever Glasgow Praise Night, and we 
hope the beginning of future ministry in the city. We also attended 
the Origin leadership retreat where 
lots of planning and discussion went 

on long into each night! The events went well, there was a good sense of God’s 
presence, and lots of CDs were sold! If you haven’t got yours yet and you are in the 
UK, you can buy it online at www.originscotland.org. If you’re not in the UK, please just 
drop us a line and we’ll make appropriate postage/price arrangements for you. 
 
The feedback from the new album has been wonderful, and all those hundreds of 
hours of work do seem like they were worthwhile after all – even when they didn’t feel 
that way! UK people can buy online at www.originscotland.org; SA people – call us. 
 
Websites 
In much ‘free time’ Colin has been working furiously on the new websites, both for 
Origin Scotland and Origin South Africa (which includes the new CapeChurch 
website). These were all launched in the last month (most recently CapeChurch on 01 
August). Please point your browser at them and check out the work! The design was 
by Marc from Origin Creative Media and the coding by Colin, with help from Ali 
McLeod on the church directory sections. 
 
We are so pleased with the result, and in particular the way in which the church 

directories in Cape 
Town and Edinburgh can be used to promote 
church unity and communication, and to allow 
people to find their local churches. No website is 
ever finished, so please pray as we continue to 
maintain, add to, and update this resource. 
 

Upcoming Events 
SOUTH AFRICA: Sat 12 September sees the first of the new series of Cape Town events aimed at church unity in 
the city. Please pray for us as we prepare for it. The choir is growing (49 now in it up from 15 eight weeks ago), the 
band started to rehearse last week, and we need lots of prayer for recruitment of musicians for the orchestra. We 



also still need a lot of funding for the event – so please pray about that. We have printed big posters to go up on 
lamp-posts around town, and have had donations from people of plastic boards for them to go on, and a donation 
of staff and transport to put them all up, and take them all down again. We praise God for his provision! One church 
even donated the glue! 
UK:  We are not directly involved in the summer events from Origin, except in the background a little bit (publicity 
and music preparation). The next big event is City Praise in the Usher Hall on the 18 October. Colin will be in the 
UK for that, Lord willing, and we’d appreciate your prayers for both that and the summer events. 
 

Deputation: We’ve been at a different church almost every week for ages 
now, as we go around telling congregations about the coming events, a 
little video presentation about Origin and encouraging them to get 
involved. It’s tiring, but very rewarding work, and we do miss the regularity 
of teaching from a home church, and the stability of a home church family 
around us! This will continue until December when Colin will be working 
more closely with a local church (details below…) 
 
Funding 
A while ago we expected both of us to give up secular employment 
altogether. As it turned out, this was not the right direction for us and we 
continue to give thanks to God for the enabling provision of Colin’s secular 
employment. His main client is a Christian-owned business, the owners of 
which are most supportive - particularly his boss Ailsa - and without whom 

we simply could not manage what we do. Some people kindly donated towards us going all-out with Origin, but we 
put the money in a trust while we waited for clearer guidance. As it happened, we now believe it’s best to support 
the ministry directly rather than us! So we’ve put that money towards the ministry costs for Origin South Africa. 
Norma is still working as a physio in Mitchells Plain but is intending to reduce her hours from Jan, as Origin has 
agreed to hire a part time admin person from then on, and since she’s doing the work anyway…! 
 
A sobering note: The set-up costs for Origin South Africa are considerable. We need to raise over £20,000 
(R260,000) for instruments, printing, equipment, and so on. That seems like an impossible mountain for us. So if 
you’re looking for something to support – Origin SA would be very grateful !! We have an Origin SA partner scheme 
with a trust for UK donations, and a registered NPO for SA. More info on www.originsa.org – check it out! �  
 
Church ministry: Protea Valley and St James, Kenilw orth 
A great new ministry opportunity has opened up for us as well as, 
from December, Colin has been asked to take leadership of the 
Music and Media at St James Kenilworth, a large Church of 
England in South Africa church in Cape Town. St James is one of 
the largest churches in Cape Town, and is a strong evangelical 
witness in the country. We’re excited about the doors God is 
opening for us here. Colin is also currently working with the music 
ministry of Protea Valley Family Church, the local church that we 
have plugged into near where we live. This involves meeting with 
each musician individually, attending rehearsals on Wednesday 
evenings and offering advice and constructive criticism to the musicians, as well as a multi-page report for the 
church leadership. The minister, Rev Brent Russell has been supportive, and will be giving the epilogue at the 
September Praise Night. 
 
Sewing 
Who ever thought being a missionary would involve so much sewing? To reduce ministry costs and preserve the 
life of our equipment, Norma is making padded protective bags for all the music stands, as well as offering bags for 
the events! It has involved very many hours at the sewing machine and it’s nowhere near done yet! 
 
And finally… IT’S CHRISTMAS!! 
Ok, it’s not really. But in South Africa you can’t have a full Christmas 
meal in December – you’d just die. So we decided to have Christmas in 
July. We invited some friends round for the evening, put on the turkey, 
made the Christmas pudding (do you know how many ingredients go into 
one of those???!!?), made the mince pies, bought the brussels sprouts 
(which seem to produce as strongly opinionated reactions in South Africa 
as in the UK), sage and onion. We gave up on the crackers and the 
sausage stuffing. Just couldn’t find that here… We even put the tree up 
and got the log fire going for the evening (it was a chilly 3º on the 25th 
July…)  
 



We’ve also had a little success with the veggie garden, although we 
have I think lost on points against the insects. So we are grassing 
over the veggie patch soon! We’re taking a couple of weeks to go 
and meet a friend of Colin’s in Zambia (it’s our first chance to get 
away from it all since July 08), so please pray for safety in travelling 
as we drive up to Victoria Falls through Botswana, and back down 
through Namibia. All being well, we leave on 13 Sept. 
 
Zimbabwe   
Farm invasions are still going on, and many opposition MPs get 
arrested and (allegedly) tortured. Things are improving there, but it’s 
still a country in a great deal of turmoil. Please pray for Zimbabwe. 

 
Prayer & Praise 
PRAISE Him  for the new album, great events in the UK in May, growth and enthusiasm in the SA choir, and good 
responses from churches in Cape Town, successful launch of websites in UK and SA, new ministry opportunities at 
St James Kenilworth, the wonderfully enabling provision of Colin’s UK-based client, 
PRAY for guidance as we work in leadership of Origin in the UK and SA, funding for the ministry in South Africa, 
the new ministry opportunities, ongoing deputation work to the churches in Cape Town, preparation for events in 
SA and the UK (musician recruitment, rehearsals, publicity, etc), ongoing website work, travel safety, peace in 
Zimbabwe. 
 
In Him, 

 
Colin & Norma 
 
PS: Doctors have been trying to sort out Colin for a while. Blood pressure and stuff has been a bit weird for a bit, 
and on Saturday he sort of forgot to stay conscious for a minute or so when we think his heart went on a go-slow 
for a change, but Norma managed to hit him and yell a lot, which seemed to do the trick, and the day ended with 
him plugged into a computer with lots of wires. We’re not sure if it’s sorted yet or not, so please pray that whatever 
it is goes away. Also please pray as Norma has been offered a 3/8ths job from Jan, which would be great so she 
can keep her physio registration. But it depends on them finding someone else to do the other 5/8ths. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UK friends can call us on an Edinburgh 
number: 0131 208 2853, no matter what 
country we are in. 



 
 
Photos: 

1. Worshipping at the Origin event in May in Palmerston Place Church in Edinburgh (photo: Kyle Usher) 
2. The new Origin websites 
3. City Praise Edinburgh – Sun 18 Oct 2009, Usher Hall – put it in your diary if you’re in Scotland! 
4. un|broken – the cover of the new Exile Band album from Origin Scotland 
5. The band at Protea Valley Family Church (Presbyterian) that Colin is working to help 
6. Christmas meal with friends Garth, Lisa, Jamie and Rouchelle  
7. Leeks, beetroot, tomatoes, carrots, a lemon, an orange and some spring onions �  
8. Origin Scotland exec at weekend prayer and planning retreat in May 
9. Norma and the little sewing machine that could 
10. Glueing posters to plastic backings for lamppost display 
11. Counting flyers for mailshots 
12. Sticking stamps on envelopes – all the fun ministry jobs… 
13. The new band in SA (plus Garth on keyboard) 
14. The choir in SA, growing every week. We started the year with 15 singers, now numbering 49. – Monday nights are always very 

entertaining �  


