C&N News May 2009

Don't be confused by the fish. of our semi-occasional updates

Dear friends,

Quick Update

It's been a busy time for us recently, with a few significant changes to adapt to, and with potentially more changes
on the horizon. We've also had VISIIOI‘S in the shape of one of Colin’s friends and Colin’s parents. We're planning
both to be in the UK from 7" May — 1% June for the new album launch events. Please pray for us. No lemon
chronicles at the moment, as none of the lemons are ripe enough to pick

More Detailed News

The big news is that Norma'’s paperwork finally came through, and that she has a temporary contract as a senior
physiotherapist at the Western Cape Rehabilitation Centre  — the lead physio rehab centre in the Province. It's a
great opportunity and she has been enjoying getting to know new colleagues and getting back to practicing again.
The Health Department’s gain though is Origin’s loss, and work on the church database as well as all the other
admin roles that she has been undertaking have more or less completely stopped. We're hoping she can keep
working until at least the end of the year by which time we hope for it to be possible for her to return to Origin work
full time (or at least a bigger chunk of part time than now). Norma'’s

visa/work permit has also been extended until 2012, which means no

more repeated renewal applications of her visa until then, at which point

she’ll be entitled to apply for a permanent residence visa.

Colin’s work on the new Exile Band album (un|broken) is complete, and
it is as we write being copied, for delivery next week in Edinburgh in time
for the launch on 17 May (Edinburgh) and 24 May (Glasgow). If you're in
or around these cities, please come to the events! Details are here:
http://www.originscotland.org. Please also pray for the Origin Scotland
exec as we go away on our annual retreat on the last weekend in May.
You'll be able to buy the album online after the launch.

Origin SA has booked the Bellville Civic Theatre for an event on Sat 12 September, and we have, following many
visits to churches, found a great new rehearsal venue which suits both the Northern and Southern suburbs of Cape
Town — Pinelands Presbyterian Church. Rehearsals start mid-June, and we can’t wait to get back to it. We've been
booking in to visit churches around the city with our DVD introduction to Origin and so we won't be at our home
church here much for a few months.

Colin has been helping out with the worship band at Protea Valley (Presbyterian) Church  — giving them pointers
and reviewing their progress, and we've been gradually getting to know the community. He also attended a
meeting of the ministers’ fraternal in Durbanville  and spoke briefly about Origin SA, and will be meeting with
representatives of the Lausanne Ill conference today to discuss a potential pre-Lausanne event in the Northern
suburbs in September 2010. He also met with some national organizers of outreach plans for the 2010 FIFA

. world cup to discuss involvement with the arts-based outreach planned
for the city in June that year (we have tickets for the Cape Town quarter
final of the world cup at the new Green Point Stadium, and can'’t wait...!)

It hasn’t all been work though. We had a weekend break up in Joburg
(using some hotel loyalty points we built up on honeymoon!) and came
back on the Shosholoza Meyl (South Africa’s long-distance trains)
“Premier Classe” train — which was very comfortable indeed. However, a
stark reminder of the difference in wealth is visible when you look out of
the window of the train...
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Visitors

We also had the chance to relax with Colin Watterson (a friend of Colin’s

from the UK, currently working in Uganda) for a few days when he came

to visit. He and Colin went up the coast for a weekend trip along the
Garden route, camping for a few days
chillout. This involved some fairly
unsuccessful canoeing (in which they were
three times unceremoniously dumped into the
lake and had to swim for the shore), some
moderately successful bodyboarding, and
some very successful rock pool diving and great white shark spotting out in the
Southern Atlantic...

Colin’s parents visited in April, and we started off with a weekend at a convention at which they were both
speaking near Hermanus. Opportunity was given to tell the congregation a little about Origin during the course of
the weekend.

Subsequently we hosted a meeting of friends of theirs for their 40" (ruby) wedding celebration at our home in
Durbanville, and took them out for a celebratory meal at The Mount Nelson hotel in Cape Town. We also took them
on a tour round the peninsula and up Table Mountain and were able to enjoy a lot of time with them during their
visit. They left to visit Colin’s aunt in KwaZulu Natal and cousins in Pretoria before returning to the UK.

Region News

Colin voted for the first time in an election in South Africa and still has the

ink mark on his finger to prove it. Praise the Lord for peaceful elections. As

expected, the ANC won a landslide, but with a reduced majority. Their

proportion of the vote dropped in every province except KwaZulu Natal,

where Jacob Zuma'’s tribal links (he is a Zulu) caused a huge move of

support to the party. Zuma is the ANC'’s controversial and polarizing

presidential candidate and will be sworn in on the o May. The Western

Cape (where we live) is the only province not to have gone to the ANC,

with the Democratic Alliance winning just over 51% of the vote under the

capable Helen Zille. In other news, Nandos (South African fast-food

chicken restaurants — try their new restaurant at Fountain Park in

Edinburgh, it's great!) ran a campaign featuring a ventriloquist's dummy called “Julius”, a reference to Julius
Malema, the embarrassingly useless president of the ANC Youth League. Malema, who had a sense of humour
bypass at birth, threatened ‘militant action’, so they re-ran the advert with the puppet'’s face pixellated. Very
amusing. You can see the ads here:

http://www.iol.co.za/index.php?set_id=1&click id=13&art id=vn20090505055713625C810151 For background,
Malema is the sort of chap you can only criticize if you are ‘a racist'. If you are not ‘a racist’ you are required to love
him.

Zimbabwe still gives us cause to look North with concern. Only this week, a group of human rights activists were
again thrown in jail, and reports continue of security and secret service harassment and violence on the people of
the country. The new unity government is struggling to work, and land invasions seem to be continuing. Mugabe is
unrepentant and prayer is needed to restore order there. South Africa has dropped visa requirements for
Zimbabeans.

Please pray for the Church in SA . Media exposure is easy here, and it is possible to get many church services on
TV and on the radio. However, as always, it is the lunatic fringe that enjoys the lion’s share of that privilege, and
one is left with a very poor picture of the church and our God through it. We need more sensible, mainline churches
to have a higher profile in the nation to better declare the reasonable faith that we have.

Pray for us as we face many decisions in the next little while about which directions we take with the ministry and
involvement in the local church.

In Him,
UK friends can call us on an Edinburgh
number: 0131 208 2853, no matter what
Colin & Norma country we are in.
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