C&N News February 2009

Don't be confused by the fish. of our semi-occasional updates

Dear friends,

Quick Update

The last couple of months have been hugely busy, and there’s no sign of it stopping. Please pray for us as the work
piles up! Please also pray for more staff in the UK so we can focus more on the SA side of things, and more staff in
SA to help with the increasing workload here. ;

More Detailed News

Ok, this last while has been incredibly busy. While most people could relax
over Christmas, Colin spent the holidays working on orchestral
arrangements for the new UK Origin album (due out in May). This was
worked on in close co-ordination with the band leader Dave Biddulph, so
that the two would gel well, and when we came to the first rehearsal in
Edinburgh in January we only had to change about two notes!

Colin then flew off to the UK on 9™ January to take part in the main album
recording sessions. This started with a week of rehearsals with the band
(most evenings) and then nine days at a recording studio on the Island of Mull followed by a week of recordings in
Edinburgh with the choir, brass and strings.

Towards the end he was getting about two hours sleep a night, and believes that he has never worked so hard on
anything in his life. Thing is, every member of the team worked like that, and we even had the choir recording until
almost 4am one morning (although that’s still nothing on the record in Mull which was up until after 7am, and then
back in the studio at 11am). Colin is still in awe of the sheer determination of Dave and Euan MacRae (recording
engineer) to get things done, and to do them well.

The passion and enthusiasm of the team and the heart-cry for God in
the songs led many of us to weep as we listened back to the
recordings. Colin at one point had to leave the studio and go and stand
in the night in a howling gale to cry out to God. There were several
moments like that among the band members. We believe God is doing
something special, and are looking to Him with expectation.

In addition to all this was his day-job which he could not neglect (or we
don't eat!), and the regular Origin event schedule which also had to be
planned. There is still much to be done on the recording side (some
strings, solo and choir stuff) before we’re ready, plus all the editing.

We're now planning to have larger events in South Africa in September and December 2009, and the UK event
schedule is available online at www.originscotland.org. Colin’s focus is now on these events and also on the new
Origin websites which have to be live by Easter this year. There, it's in writing now, now he has to do it.

Norma has been working very hard on the databases and a whole host of other Origin admin things and publicity,
as well as on looking after Colin and making sure he eats and drinks from time to time (which he forgets to do if not
actually handed a sandwich — hard to believe, but true!). She has also been working on Colin’s parent’s prayer
letter database which has become horribly out of date over the years (it still had addresses for ‘Rhodesia’...!), and
we were able to send out their Christmas prayer letter in December. We also had a big afternoon braai (barbeque
to the uninitiated) for all the SA choir at our house in Cape Town which involved a lot of salad making...
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We've been feeling the strain a little more recently and Norma has been trying to get just a little temporary job to
help out a bit for a couple of months. She was offered a three-month contract with the Western Cape Rehabilitation
Centre as a physiotherapist, which she accepted. The job was due to start 1 Jan this year, but the government
have so far taken almost three months with the paperwork, and while her registration looks like going through this
week, it is likely that the work permit (if it is granted) will only arrive in time for the last few days of the contract. So
back to square one really. Thank you to those who have promised and already started sending support through
Origin South Africa (UK). We believe that there are only a few months (perhaps six at the most) of work remaining
for Colin before we step out in faith completely together, and we have nowhere near enough support at the moment
to make that possible. So it’s still scary, but we're trusting God. If you would like to support us, please let us know
and we’'ll send the appropriate paperwork through.

At the moment Colin is also going through
music for the choir for the next year, and
we've identified about US$5,000 worth that
we need to buy. Origin doesn’t have that at
the moment, so much more prayer needed
there too! But we are at long last heading
back to larger events this year with City
Praise and a Carol Service in the Usher
Hall in the UK, and two large scale in SA as
well. So the workload is unlikely to get less.
You'll never believe the sheer quantity of
woefully bad music that we have to wade
through to find just one song we can use.

We've also both started getting involved with the local church, and plan to join it. Norma is helping with tea rotas
and Colin has just been asked to help with the music ministry.

Visitors

After Norma'’s friend Katharine’s visit in November, we have just had
Norma'’s parents visit for three weeks. They arrived while Colin was still in
the UK and Norma took on some tour-guide jobs as well. They left just a
few days ago after a quick weekend trip up to the Karoo National Park, and
seemed to enjoy their visit to ‘the fairest Cape’. Colin is expecting his mate
Colin’s to visit in March. Colin is working as a dentist (not Colin, Colin) in
Uganda with the Church Missionary Society, and is coming down for a bit
of a break. Colin is looking forward to it (both of them). Then in April we are
expecting Colin (not Colin, Colin) & Mary Peckham (Colin’s parents) to
visit. It's all very confusing.

Region News

Zimbabwe still fills up the columns in the newspapers here. There is a glimmer of hope with the new power-sharing
government, but to be honest few can see it working well with Mugabe’s head still in the picture. South Africa’s
crime rate does appear at last to be falling, although it doesn'’t feel like it, and the amount of new-age rubbish on
radio and television, and the proliferation of cults and sects and plain weirdos in the country is very worrying.

Please pray that the Church will stand firm, teaching and speaking the truth in love, and that there will be a depth
of understanding faith in the Church.

Please pray for Origin in our ministry in the UK and South Africa. Our remit is to work towards uniting the church
and reaching out to the world, and that’s not easy all/any (delete as applicable) of the time.

Please pray for us, that we will stand firm in our faith, that we will take time with God, and that Colin will lead
graciously and purposefully the Origin trams (I have now twice typed and deleted ‘trams’ instead of ‘teams’ so it
must be right — perhaps a new Edinburgh ministry opportunity?).

Let's crowd the Throne,
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1. Just some more orchestrating...
2. Colin and Euan at studio in Mull... (photo by Tim Martin)
3. Some of the demo CDs that didn’t even get their plastic covers taken off...
4. Norma and parents in the Karoo National Park




