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Dear friends, 
 
A very happy Christmas to you all. 
 
The past year has been at once frustrating and exciting, with so much new and so much the 
same. For those who wonder what we do all day, here’s a day-in-the-life-of for you… 
 
Norma spends weekdays working on the Origin databases. This has involved gathering of the 
data for the Student Church and Tourist Church Guides for the UK ministry (about three months 

work), and the Edinburgh and Cape Town Church 
databases. In the past year she has spoken to almost 
1,000 different churches individually. This involves research 
to find the churches (sadly it’s not just a case of looking in 
the phone book), multiple phone calls, emails, letter-writing 
and faxing – often all of these for just one church! What’s left of daytimes has been spent 
this year on publicity for both UK and SA events, phoning advertising agencies, making sure 
that online advertising is happening properly and so on. She has also volunteered two 
afternoons a week at a local physiotherapy centre  
 
Colin has a much more varied schedule, as he also has to work so that we can pay the bills. 

Then there’s the events in SA and the UK to co-ordinate (SA schedule has been quiet 
this year with just one event due to problems getting a band together). This involves 
overseeing most aspects of the events from music to publicity, a healthy amount of 
people management (Colin, with the help of Al, the music team co-ordinator, oversees 
(in the UK) a staff including the assistant music director, librarian, publicity co-ordinator, 
choir and orchestra managers, and in SA the band, and choir directly, as well as 

chairing the executive in both places). 
He has also spent much of the year 
writing orchestral, choir and band 
arrangements for the events, of which 
he has led one in South Africa and nine in the UK. The sheer volume of 
administration involved in co-ordinating that many events is enormous. Events 
this year have included recordings for two BBC Songs of Praise broadcasts; an 
event with Keith Getty and Stuart Townend; an event in the Northern Suburbs of 
Cape Town; an outdoor event for the City of Edinburgh Council (Carol Service 
with the Lord & Lady Provost of Edinburgh conducted in -3 degrees!) - which 
included going into a primary school twice a week in the run-up and teaching the 
children to sing ‘Christ the incarnate deity’ and also what that means; praise 
nights in Edinburgh and St Andrews; our first ever band-free Christmas event; 
also a weekend retreat for the UK choir and band including rehearsal and 
training workshops, prayer and ministry times. Colin also met with church and 
ministry leaders in Cape Town to talk about ways to benefit the church here, and 

spent many days helping Norma with the database in particular with the Tourist Church Guide - which involved several weeks of 
phoning churches. 
 
Twice a month we hold ministry leadership meetings (alternating UK and SA). Both 
meetings involve people on the other side of the world since both executive 
committees have people in both countries – but this is easily handled with 
conferencing software and a good Voice Over IP phone (if you don’t know, don’t 
worry…!) �  
 
Monday nights are choir rehearsals in SA, and this means Norma heads off in one 
car to the northern suburbs while Colin gets into the minibus and starts the three 
hour round-trip to Mitchell’s Plain, each to pick up some people who don’t have the 



resources for transport themselves. We meet in the Southern Suburbs at Meadowridge Baptist Church where the rest of the 
small choir meets to rehearse.  

 
We have had disappointments this year – the assistant music director changed 
her mind dramatically on ministry involvement and that left our plans for 
separate north/south rehearsals in 
tatters – which has meant a lot of 
work for us. Our SA treasurer also 
left, but we have a committed team 
remaining, and are looking to grow it 
in the coming months. 
 
Just recently we were approached by 
a Christian ministry (the John Power 
Trust) working with disadvantaged 

kids and in drug rehab, with a view to involving Origin in music ministry with them. We 
visited their center, met them and have a plan to take this further, but we are still 
looking into options and will keep you posted on developments. We also met with 

Trevor Sampson, who runs a music-based outreach project in Macassar, one of the 
poorest areas of Cape Town, and we look forward to seeing ways in which that contact 
can be used for the Kingdom. 
 
We had hoped that Norma could find a temporary job to help with income for a bit, but 
unfortunately, despite an (accepted) offer from the best Physio centre in the Western 
Cape, it looks unlikely to manifest itself due to government bureaucracy.  
 
In recent weeks Colin has been 
rehearsing with the UK band, choir and 
orchestras, and working hard on the 
orchestral and choir arrangements 

(months of work!) for the new Origin album (to be recorded in January). This has 
been very hard work involving sometimes up to 16 hours at the computer at a 
time, long conversations with the composers and band leader, and a real energy 
drain! But we trust God that the album will be a blessing and challenge to many. 
The words of the songs alone should be that at least, as many of them come 
from places of struggle and wrestling with God. 
 
It hasn’t all been work though. We have been able to spend a couple of weeks with Colin’s sister and brother-in-law in the USA 
travelling from New York to Seattle, we’ve been decorating the house in our spare time, and working in the garden (it had been 
let go a bit for a while before we moved in, and we had some real answer-to-prayer help from a friend in the SA Choir, Clayton, 
who runs his own garden/landscaping company…). Norma had a close friend (Katharine) visit from the UK for 10 days while 
Colin was in Edinburgh recently, and we’re looking forward to having both Norma’s and Colin’s parents over in Feb and April 
respectively, and one of Colin’s best 
mates (confusingly also called Colin) 
in March. We also found a church to 
settle into (Protea Valley Family 
Church (Presbyterian)), and have 
been getting to know some people 
there as well. 
 
God has continued to provide for our 
needs, and we trust him for 2009. 
There are many things above to 
thank Him for. Please pray for us, 
that we will have lives that glorify 
Jesus in 2009, and for the ministry 
we lead. 
 
Thank you for your prayers, 

 
Colin & Norma 
 
Photos (from top down):  
1. Norma working at contacting churches;  
2. Norma helping out with Colin’s parents’ South Africa prayer letter;  
3. Colin working on orchestrations;  
4. Colin directing the choir and orchestra in the UK Christmas Carol Concert ‘Light of the World’, Dec 08;  
5. The UK Choir;  
6. the South Africa choir;  
7. UK Choir sings on BBC TV Songs of Praise;  
8. Mr & Mrs Atkins, John Power Camp;  
9. Building for the future: John Power Camp development project;  
10. City Praise Aberdeen, Oct 08; 
11. Our new house (moved in 29 Feb 2008, title deeds finally ours Oct 08 – don’t you just love lawyers?) 

UK friends can call us on an Edinburgh 
number: 0131 208 2853, no matter what 
country we are in. 


